

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Epiphany has an extremely Christological meaning for us. It celebrates the manifestation of the truth, of the light, of the eternal, divine and human glory surrounding Christ Jesus. The Father of heaven, with the wisdom and the understanding of his Holy Spirit, removes the veil covering the most pure truth of Jesus the Lord and, immediately, He, the eternal Word, the Only Begotten Son of God, appears in the light, filled with his brightness, and the splendour of his majesty is before the eyes of our spirit. The liturgy of the Church, one, saint, Catholic, Apostolic, celebrates three moments of the unique manifestation of Christ Jesus. However, we must confess that every miracle, every sign, every word of Christ the Lord in our history is revelation of his mystery. These three moments only deal with the beginning of the life and of the mission of Jesus.
The first moment is the revelation of the one who was born in the Town of David, made by God to the Shepherds and by the Shepherds to the inhabitants of Bethlehem. This first moment finds its utmost revelation or unveiling in the prologue of the Gospel of John. The second moment, instead, deals with the revelation of the birth of the King of the Jews. Not only does this moment embrace this truth, true heavenly gift made by God to the Magi through mysterious and arcane ways, but also what the Magi reveal to us about the Child. The third moment is, instead, the manifestation Jesus makes of his glory during the wedding in Cana in Galilee, a manifestation creating in the disciples a faith that advances toward its fullness of truth and of light. However, we must remember that the entire life of Jesus is the epiphany of his Father and of the divine and eternal love with which the Father loves man with the gift of his Only Begotten Son for his salvation in time and eternity.
FIRST EPIPHANY
The first epiphany, occurring on the night of the birth of Jesus the Lord is originated in the heart of the Father. The Father is the one who sends one of his Angels to reveal to the Shepherds the event that has been fulfilled on the night and the One who is born: “The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were struck with great fear. The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger."(Lk 2, 9-12) The One who is born is Christ the Lord. He is the Saviour. The shepherds will recognize him, for he is wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.
In the liturgy of the holy night, the evangelic truth is preceded by the listening of a sublime prophecy of Isaiah, who thus proclaimed this even about six years before: “For a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, From David's throne, and over his kingdom, which he confirms and sustains By judgment and justice, both now and forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this!” (Is 9, 5-6) This prophecy does not reveal all the mystery of the One who is born, either. Some essential truths lack, in the absence of which Christ Jesus is not the true Christ Jesus. We do not yet know the eternal before of Christ the Lord.
Here then that the liturgy echoes, on this most holy day of the Christmas of the Lord, the full manifestation the Holy Spirit has made to his Church and to the entire world through the Evangelist John: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be. What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race. And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father's only Son, full of grace and truth. The law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father's side, has revealed him.” (cf. Jn 1, 1-18)
As if it were not enough yet, the liturgy of the daily Mass introduces this most perfect manifestation of the Gospel according to John with the reading of the prologue of the Letter to the Hebrews that thus proclaims the mystery of Jesus the Lord: “In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors through the prophets; in these last days, he spoke to us through a son, whom he made heir of all things and through whom he created the universe, who is the refulgence of his glory, the very imprint of his being, and who sustains all things by his mighty word. When he had accomplished purification from sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high, as far superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” (Hb 1, 1-4)
After this complete, perfect manifestation, no one may misinterpret the truth. One may not believe. But one can never say different things, different from those the Lord, the God of heaven and earth, the Creator of the universe has manifested to us. Being simply honest in heart and in mind is enough. If then one is dishonest and tramples the revelation of our Creator and Lord, then we attest that we have fallen into the blackest hole of humanity that is very great vanity. The vanity of our nature in which one has fallen is the mother of every idolatry, mother in turn of every immorality, of every wickedness, of every evil, foolishness and ignorance. Let us repeat that: it is not a man who reveals the mystery of the One who is born. It is God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Lord of the universe. The One who loves man with eternal love, gives him, as Mighty Saviour, his Only Begotten Son, the Son of his love.
SECOND EPIPHANY
The second epiphany, the one made by the Magi, also has its origin in the heart of the Creator and Lord of the universe, of the God in whose image every man has been created. For these men, that we consider people with high knowledge of the laws of heaven, the Lord uses a sign dealing with their science, but it does not fall into the law of their science, for it is a sign never seen before. Following this sign, walking behind it as the sheepfold walk behind the shepherd, they arrive in Jerusalem. Here the sign disappears. Now it is up to them to seek and they are not lost. They begin to ask the people, also offering the reason why they are asking: "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage." They ask, but no one replies. Even so, the King of the Jews is born!
Herod, the ruling king at those times, fearing for his kingdom, immediately assembles the scribes of the Law, of the Prophets and of Psalms and inquires of them for the place where the Messiah was to be born. They reply, recalling the king the prophecy of Micah: “But you, Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be among the clans of Judah, From you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel; Whose origin is from of old, from ancient times. (Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne, And the rest of his brethren shall return to the children of Israel.) He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of the LORD, in the majestic name of the LORD, his God; And they shall remain, for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; he shall be peace.” (Mi 5, 1-4)
Upon hearing the news, Herod calls the Magi and sends them to Bethlehem, asking them for a favour: "Go and search diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage." Herod can deceive the Magi, he might never deceive the Lord, who warns the Magi, through a dream, to depart for their country by another way, thus avoiding going to Jerusalem. Herod must not cause harm to the Child.
From the gifts they offer to the Child - gold, frankincense, and myrrh – the Magi show those present and the entire world who the One they have come to do him homage is: that Child is the King, He is the King of heaven, He is the Lord of the lords, He is the Prince of the kings of earth. One offers gold to the King. That Child is God, He is the God through whom not only were all the things created, but also they are to be redeemed in Him, through Him, with Him. The redemption is in the gift of his eternal life, in the gift of his truth and grace, in the gift of his light, in the gift of His Word, in the Gift of his Father and of the Holy Spirit, in the gift of the eternal heritage. This truth must be received and turned into our faith. Only thus will we enter the mystery of the true salvation and redemption. One offers frankincense to God.
That Child will be wrapped in a great suffering, He will be the Servant of the Lord. The prophecy of Isaiah will be fulfilled in Him: “But he was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins, Upon him was the chastisement that makes us whole, by his stripes we were healed. We had all gone astray like sheep, each following his own way; But the LORD laid upon him the guilt of us all. Though he was harshly treated, he submitted and opened not his mouth; Like a lamb led to the slaughter or a sheep before the shearers, he was silent and opened not his mouth. Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away, and who would have thought any more of his destiny? When he was cut off from the land of the living, and smitten for the sin of his people, A grave was assigned him among the wicked and a burial place with evildoers, Though he had done no wrong nor spoken any falsehood.” (Is 53, 5-9) Myrrh is sign of this great suffering, suffering reaching its culmination on the day of his crucifixion, when the creature nails his Creator, his Redeemer, his God on a hard wood. 
With the Magi, the manifestation is enriched with the most high truth of the suffering, that is essence of the life of the Child who is born. Without the suffering, the redemption of man could never have happened. Our God saves us through the love of his Son who has let himself be crucified. The Father has asked him for this service of love and He has obeyed. Here are the words of the revelation: “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.” (Jn 3, 17) Indescribable and unthinkable mystery. Mystery that deals with the entire humankind and the entire universe. Mystery every man is called to make his mystery.
A brief observation is necessary: the Evangelists do not write the Gospel beginning from their heart, from their thought, from their will. If they did so, they would be creators, inventors of one history, not testimonies of the Holy Spirit. Every Hagiographer, both of the New and of the Old Testament, is only a testimony of what he has seen, touched, heard, contemplated, not with his eyes, his ears, his touch, his mind, but with the eyes, the touch, the mind, the hearing of the Holy Spirit. They lend only their body to the Spirit, so that the Spirit may use it as his instrument to attest the divine and human, eternal and historical, supernatural and earthly truth of Christ Jesus. Knowing that, then it is righteous to ask: What is the hidden truth in this event of the Magi narrated by the Evangelist Matthew? What does the Holy Spirit want to reveal to us? What to teach?
God has promised to save man, to bless him, to redeem him, to give him the eternal life in his Son Jesus. This promise is not only the Word. It is also concrete, historical, leading, guide, gift, help. Four are the subjects of the true salvation: the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, man. The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are always at work. Man is often not. The Father gives Christ and invites Christ through many ways. The Holy Spirit writes through the hagiographers what the Father has promised and promises, has fulfilled and fulfils. Man must listen to the Father and to the Holy Spirit, if he wants to reach Christ. The Father gives the Magi the sign that the King of the Jews, in whom the salvation of every man is, is born. The Holy Spirit, through the scribes, reveals where the birthplace of the King they are seeking is. Again, the Father takes history in his hand and, through the star, He leads to Bethlehem. The instruments of the Father are always there. Why is the salvation not fulfilled, then? Because either the man who does not seek lacks or the instruments of the Holy Spirit lack. Who are the instruments of the Holy Spirit today? The Apostle Paul reveals it to us: “And he gave some as apostles, others as prophets, others as evangelists, others as pastors and teachers, to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of faith and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the extent of the full stature of Christ.” (Eph 4, 11-13) If the salvation is not fulfilled, it is not fulfilled either because man lacks or because the body of Christ lacks. Often, today, the one who lacks is the body of Christ. It is totally absent today.
If every member of the body of Christ is needed so that salvation may be fulfilled – the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are always at work – it is a righteous thing that every disciple of Jesus asks: is the salvation fulfilled through me, through my work, through my mission, through my spiritual gift, through my ministry today? What gaps, what shortfalls, what omissions, what failures, what delays, what distractions prevent my collaboration with the Holy Spirit to be perfect? The issue demands a reply. Salvation is together work of the God the Trinity and of the body of Christ.
THIRD EPIPHANY
In the third epiphany one lives during a wedding in Cana in Galilee, everything begins from the Virgin Mary. She is Mother and She lives her ministry as Mother in an admirable way. The Mother is the one who is vigilant, is attentive, diligent, sees what is lacking, knows how to take care so that everything may proceed in love and in peace. The Virgin Mary, filled with the Holy Spirit, being vigilant so that in this wedding everything may happen for the greatest good of the grooms, notices that the wine ran short. Whom does She turn to? To her Son. She knows that Jesus can proceed and She shows Him the current situation: “They have no wine.” She had to say that, and She says that. The Son knows. Now it is up to Him to ask the Father what to do and how to work. After speaking to the Son, She says to the servants: “Do whatever He tells you.” Here her ministry as Mother ends. Now the ministry of her Son must take over. This is the true humbleness. Knowing what to do, but also knowing what not to do. Being aware of when to retreat into the great silence.
Jesus orders the servants to fill the jars with water. Filling the jars with water to the brim, he gives a second command. They have to draw water from the jars and bring it to the headwaiter. The servants do not draw out wine from the jars. They draw out water. They bring water to the headwaiter. When does water become wine? At the time in which it is in the headwaiter’s hands. Obedience performs the miracle. The obedience is of the servants. They obey. They do not ask. They obey the Virgin Mary and obey Jesus. Through their obedience, water is turned into wine.
Now the ministry of the headwaiter comes into play. It is up to him to taste the wine and decide to serve it to the guests or not, because it is not good. He realises that the wine is excellent. He attests that the miracle has been fulfilled, even ignoring that it is a true miracle. He confirms the miracle, by praising the bridegroom: “You have kept the good wine until now." Without the ministry of the headwaiter, no one could have affirmed that it was a true miracle.
What is the supernatural purpose of this miracle? It is only one. It is not that of adding wine to the much wine already consumed by the guests. Certainly, the first purpose is also the charity toward the bridegroom. But this is not the supernatural purpose. Christ Jesus needs the miracle so that it shows his disciples that He really is a Person who comes from God. If He comes from God, He has a divine mission to fulfil in the world. Every man of God always come to echo the true Word of God and to fulfil the deeds of God among his people. The disciples see his glory and believe in Christ Jesus. Third true manifestation of the glory of Jesus, carried out by Christ the Lord directly, but with the collaboration of many other people. However, everything has begun from the Mother of Jesus.
ABOUT THE MYSTERY OF THE VIRGIN MARY
Jesus is constituted by the Father universal Mediator in the gift of the Revelation, of Grace and Truth, of Light and of eternal Life, of Peace and of Reconciliation, of Redemption and of Salvation. The Father entirely gives himself to man, in Christ, through the Holy Spirit. Without going through the way that is Christ Jesus, nothing descends from heaven onto earth and nothing ascends to heaven from earth. The Virgin Mary acknowledges, in the Holy Spirit, that only Jesus can ask the Father for his particular intervention and manifests to Him what is lacking to the wedding feast. She also knows that Jesus, too, needs the servants to perform and She says to them to do whatever Jesus asked them. Truly, an indescribable mystery is hidden in every Word of the Gospel. In the Gospel, nothing is said by chance. Instead, everything is written by motion and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
In the wedding of Cana, everything begins from Her and everything is carried out through the means of Her. She knows, in the Holy Spirit, whom to ask and what to ask. She knows what Jesus can do and what the other can do. Here is the great virtue of the Mother of God: her well-nigh invisibility. She is present but with a discreet presence, that makes no noise, that seeks no glory, rather She hides it. The glory is to be entirely of God and entirely of Christ Jesus. This is the great teaching She gives us. One never stops learning from Her. We, too, are asked to imitate the Virgin Mary. In what must we imitate Her? In her presence well-nigh invisible, but strongly effective. Our presence is effective not because we are the ones who do things or solve the supernatural problems of salvation and of redemption. On the contrary, it is effective, as we know whom to turn to.
In order that we can live an effective presence upon the model of the Virgin Mary, we must be filled with the Holy Spirit as She is, humble as She is, wise as She is, merciful as She is, have at heart the glory of her Son with the same intensity of love and of faith as hers. Without the perennial motion of our heart, of our will, of our thoughts by the Holy Spirit, we might never have a discreet, but effective presence in history. Without the ruling of our life by the Spirit of the Lord, vices overcome us, darkness surrounds us, arrogance consumes us, vainglory takes us, envy devours us. We do not work for the glory of the Lord, but only for our great profit. In such case, by working for ourselves, our presence will never be neither discreet nor effective. It will always be a heavy, useless, empty presence, deprived of truth and of life, unable to offer true solutions.
It would be enough for the Christian to imitate his Mother, and his presence in history would be perennially effective, as he would know whom to turn to. And here we enter the great mystery of the communion with God and also of the communion within the body of Christ. In the body of Christ, no member can fulfil, on his own, all the duties of the body. This truth of communion about the Mystery of the Blessed and Unique Trinity must be preached, as well. Even in the Blessed and Unique Trinity, one lives the mystery of the exchange of life, better in this mystery the exchange is even stronger. In reason of the mystery of the perichoresis, the Father entirely lives in the Son and in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit lives in the Father and in the Son. The Son entirely lives in the Father and in the Holy Spirit. Indescribable mystery of the exchange of life.
Whoever wants, within the body of Christ, his presence to be always effective must be aware, as the Virgin Mary, whom to turn to and one should turn to each one for what he is responsible to give. The Virgin Mary does not ask for the intervention to the servants, She asks it to Christ Jesus. She does not ask the servants to perform the miracle, She asks it to Jesus. She asks each one what each one can give and this science, in Her, is only by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit alone knows what each one can do and not do, too. If we grow in science and in wisdom of the Holy Spirit, we will know, as well, of each member of the body of Christ, what he can do and what he might never do. Without the most pure science of the Holy Spirit, we walk in history as blind men. We have the arrogance of being effective presence in history, while the cups are actually with no wine and the jars with no water. Jesus remains with no request and the servants are not even driven to do what they will be asked.
MORE ABOUT THE MYSTERY OF THE VIRGIN MARY
The Father of heaven, in the Holy Spirit, has made the Virgin Mary his eyes in heaven and on earth. He has entrusted Her with the ministry of vision. She sees what is lacking, what is perfect, what is imperfect, what is to be added, what is to be removed, what is to be improved and what is to be refined. To whom, must She manifest what her eyes see? To her Son. Who is her Son? Her Son is Christ Jesus. This occurs before Jesus has given Her all his Apostles and every other member of his body as her true children. Today to whom should the Virgin Mary manifest what She has seen? First to the Apostles. Then to every disciple of Jesus. She even sees in the Holy Spirit the person to whom She should ask what to do and also what not to do. From this truth a new Marian piety is born, must be born, that will not just have to be a prayer that from us reaches her heart filled with mercy, piety, compassion, to ask for intercession and ceaseless fulfilment. The descendant relation is born: the one that from her heart must reach ours. The Marian piety of our obedience to each of her desire and manifested will be born.
Christ listens to the desire of the Mother. The servants listen to the desire of the Mother. The miracle is performed. What was lacking is not lacking now. If we are deprived of this descendant Marian piety, either entirely or partially, the table of humanity will always be without the wine of grace, of truth, of light, of peace, for a primary, essential, constitutive relation of our Marian piety is lacking: listening to every desire of our Mother that is born in Her from her most perfect vision with the Holy Spirit. If we do not listen, if we first listen and then turn what She has asked according to our heart, nothing is fulfilled. The table of humanity remains with no grace, with no truth, with no reconciliation and with no light, as, it still remains without Christ Jesus.
If the Virgin Mary says that our ecclesial table is without the Gospel, the Gospel must be brought and one brings the Gospel through a miracle that must not be performed by Jesus, but by the disciple to whom the Virgin Mary asks, has asked, will ask for it. Everything is by the faithfulness to the request made to us by the Mother of God. She sees with the eyes of the Father, with the Holy Spirit. With the Holy Spirit, She speaks to us with the mouth of her Son. If we listen with the ear of the Father, with the Holy Spirit and act with the power of the grace of Christ the Lord, what She has asked might always be fulfilled. If today She says that on the table of the Church there is no Gospel, it is useless to bring other things. The Gospel is lacking and the Gospel is to be brought. Who must bring the Gospel? The one or the ones to whom She has asked to bring it. It is a mission that ends when our life on earth ends. If we do not obey or transform the obedience, nothing is fulfilled. History will certify our fail. It will show the entire world our foolishness and ignorance. The mystery is what is entrusted to our will.
Let us conclude this brief meditation about the Epiphany of the Lord, by saying that as Christ Jesus has lived among us revealing himself as most pure epiphany of the Father, with the Holy Spirit, so each of his disciple, for his side, is called to be most pure epiphany of Jesus the Lord. Seeing his disciple, the world must see Jesus and he must see him with no imperfection.
Blessed is that Christian who reveals, manifests, presents the living Christ the Lord in every moment of his life. Through him, the world will see his Redeemer and Saviour and shall convert, if one wants. It will abandon the kingdom of death and of darkness and will enter the kingdom of life and of light Christ Jesus has come to give each man who believes in his name today and ever.
May the Mother of Jesus come today and ask us what to do. We will listen to her voice and the miracle of the gift of the Gospel will be fulfilled through us.
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